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�    hange can be both 
terrifying and excit-
ing.  We see the ex-

pressions of these mixed 
emotions on the faces of chil-
dren as they begin their 
school careers.  Kindergarten 
is an opportunity to meet 
new friends, learn new 
things, and venture out away 
from home.  It is also a time 
that challenges children to 
expand their academic and 
social boundaries, often in-
ducing anxiety in both stu-
dents and their parents. 
 
Family Connection works on 
several fronts to minimize 
the uncertainties associated 
with starting school and to 
improve families’ relation-
ships within the school com-
munity.  In addition to show-
ing parents and guardians 
strategies to prepare their 
children for the academic as-

pect of school, our Parent-
Child Home Program (PCHP) 
introduces 2 to 3 year olds and 
their families to our local ele-
mentary schools and their 
staff.  By holding special 
events at school buildings and 
inviting principals and teach-
ers to participate in those 
events, these families have 
early access to the school com-
munity.  This creates a level of 
comfort with the school that 
encourages parental participa-
tion and assures children that 
 

…..Continued on Page 2 
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“ While change can be  
intimidating and  

strenuous, the results it 
yields often make our 

children, families, and 
community stronger.”  

*** 
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ing an independent 501c(3) 
nonprofit organization.  With 
assistance from the Executive 
Service Corps of the Lehigh Val-
ley, Family Connection is devel-
oping a strategic plan that 
charts our course for the next 
three years.  Our staff is deter-
mined to maintain our stan-
dards of excellence as we imple-
ment new and creative ap-
proaches to developing family-
community-school relation-
ships.  As the new executive di-
rector, I am looking forward to 
leading Family Connection as 
we navigate the seas of possibil-
ity and expand our reach in the 
community.   
 
While change can be intimidat-
ing and strenuous, the results 
it yields often make our chil-
dren, families, and community 
stronger.   Family Connection 
embraces the opportunities for 
personal, organizational, and 
community transformation that 
are upon us this year.  We look 
forward to your energy and 
partnership as we continue to 
experience the trials and tri-
umphs of change.  
 

� �������
 

Jessica R. Dreistadt 
Executive Director  

they are welcome and cherished 
in their new environment.  Once 
children start school, our Family 
Support Specialists at Cheston, 
Paxinosa, and Palmer Elemen-
tary Schools serve as a liaison 
between families and school 
staff.  We act as an advocate for 
families who want to enhance 
their relationship with teachers 
or other school staff and as a re-
source for families who need ad-
ditional services not offered 
within the traditional school 
system.  Through these pro-
grams, families in the Easton 
Area School District have the 
support they need to prepare 
their children for academic and 
personal success.  
 
Now that we are deeply en-
trenched into the school year, 
our new students have gained a 
familiarity with their building, 
classmates, and teachers.  Their 
confidence and courage is a 
source of strength and inspira-
tion to the staff of Family Con-
nection. 
 
Like the kindergarten students 
in Easton, Family Connection is 
also experiencing both the joy 
and challenge of change and 
growth.  After operating for eight 
years under the auspices of a 
fiscal sponsor, we will soon 
complete the process of becom-
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is a United Way agency.  You can support our 
transformative work with families and children in t he 
Easton Area School District by designating Family 
Connection as the recipient of your United Way 
contribution.   
Our agency code is 89654. 



��

�

Cheri Albertson is our new Family Support 
Specialist at Cheston Elementary School.  She 
has 13 years of experience as a paramedic and 
is enjoying working in the school environment.  
Cheri has been very impressed with the com-
passion in the teachers and staff at Cheston.  
Cheri lives in Palmer Township with her hus-
band and son, who is a third grade student at 
Palmer Elementary School. 
 
Dee Allen is our new Family Support Specialist 
at Palmer Elementary School.  She formerly 
owned Mel’s Indoor Put and Play in Bethlehem 
Township.  Dee is a student at Northampton Communit y College, working to-
ward a degree in Social Work.  Dee attended Palmer Elementary School for one 
year and has lived in the West Ward for her entire life.  She currently resides 
there with her husband, two children, and three fos ter children. 
 
Lisa Bedoya has been with Family Connection for eight years and  is the Family 
Support and Parents Who Care Coordinator.  Lisa wor ks with families at Paxi-
nosa Elementary School.  She enjoys staying in touc h with families over the 
years and learning about their continued success.  Lisa and her husband live in 
Palmer Township with their two daughters, who are s tudents at Easton Area 
Middle School and Easton Area High School. 
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Family Connection 
provides support and 
assistance to parents 
and students at 
Cheston, Paxinosa, 
a n d  P a l m e r 
Elementary Schools. 
Our Family Support 
Specialists: 
 

�  e r v e  a s 
community resource 
liaisons 
 

�  o o r d i n a t e 
services that students 
or families need in 
a d d i t i o n  t o 
“traditional” school 
supports 
 

�  ork closely with 
guidance counselors, 
IST staff, teachers, 
school nurses, and 
principals to ensure 
that families have the 
in format ion and 
support needed to be 
e f f e c t i v e  a n d 
engaged members of 
the school community 
 

�  t tend school 
meetings, including 
IEP, IST, and parent-
teacher conferences, 
as an advocate and 
support system for 
the individual needs 
of families and 
children 
 

�  elp to develop 
plans for children to 
promote positive child 
development and 
school achievement 
 

The Third Grade Savings Program, a 
collaboration between Weed & Seed, 
Paxinosa Elementary School, First 
Commonwealth Federal Credit Union, 
and Family Connection, provided all 
third grade students with the opportu-
nity to learn more about banking, 
math, and saving money.  The project 
was presented with a Colonial Alliance 
for Public Schools (CAPS) award on 
May 9.  All students who opened a 
kids savings account at the credit un-

ion were given a $10 deposit to get 
started.  Family Connection supported 
this program by rewarding all third 
graders with a trip to the Camden 
Aquarium. Third grade teachers Ms. 
Marsac and Ms. Butz also helped the 
students set up a recycling program in 
the school to help fund this trip and 
other activities.  This project was a 
great learning opportunity for stu-
dents and we thank all of the partners 
for their hard work! 
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Third grade Teachers Krista Butz and 
Nancy  Marsac display the CAPS award. 

Paxinosa students enjoyed learning about 
sea lions and other marine life at the  

Camden Aquarium 

L to R: Cheri Albertson,  
Dee Allen, Lisa Bedoya 
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This past May, nine children graduated from Family Connec-
tion’s Parent-Child Home Program.  A ceremony was held at the 
Easton Area Public Library.  Parents and caregivers joined Fam-
ily Connection staff and Easton Area School District administra-
tors to celebrate the success of the children and families who 
dedicated the past two years to preparing for school success. 
 
A few weeks later, PCHP students and families enjoyed a trip to 
the Lehigh Valley Zoo where they had the chance to enjoy the 
company of other families who participate in the program while 
learning about nature by observing the camel, monkeys, kanga-
roo, buffalo, wolf, owl, and other animals who live there.  Some of 
us even watched a turtle make his way across the grass! 
 
This year, our program has expanded to serve thirty children in 
the Easton Area School District area.  We have a lot of fun activi-
ties planned for the children and families this year, including a 
trip to the south side branch of the library for storytelling and 
crafts and a celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday at Perkins Restau-
rant. 
 
At the beginning and end of each program year, we assess the 
language development and behavior of children and the level of 
interaction of the caregivers who participate in PCHP.  Most chil-
dren and parents demonstrate improvement in these areas.  Now 
that the program has been operating for several years in the 
Easton community, we will soon be able to start comparing the 
academic performance of PCHP 
students to that of their class-
mates in elementary school.  Our 
PCHP Program Coordinator, 
Cathy Ziegenfuss, will be serving 
on a statewide taskforce to de-
velop a universal tracking system.  
We look forward to recognizing 
the accomplishments of PCHP 
graduates in the Easton Area 
School District. 
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The Parent-Child 
Home Program  
(PCHP) is a home-
based literacy and 
school readiness 
p r o g r a m  t h a t 
prepares children and 
their families for 
academic success.  It 
is a two-year program 
serving children aged 
20 months to four 
y e a r s .  F a m i l y 
Literacy Specialists 
(home visitors) visit 
children and caregiv-
ers to facilitate fun 
educational activities 
in their homes. 
Through reading, 
games, and crafts, 
children and caregiv-
ers develop their love 
of learning. PCHP 
fami l ies  receive 
books and other 
educational materials 
so they can continue 
to prepare their child 
for school after 
graduating from the 
program.  There is no 
cost to the families 
who part ic ipate. 
Parents and children 
a lso have the 
opportunity to visit 
elementary schools 
and meet school 
principals and other 
staff. The program 
includes fun trips 
such as the Easton 
Area Public Library to 
learn about its many 
resources. 

 

Educational Consultant Freda Fries hands 
PCHP student Gabriel Chandler a graduation 
certificate at a ceremony held at the Easton 
Area Public  Library. 
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School.  This program encouraged 
students to express their thoughts 
and feelings through art and  writing. 
Students studied artists Mary Cassat, 
Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, and 
Vincent Van Gogh. Each participant 
got a watercolor set and art paper for 
future use. Demonstrations and 
guidance from local artist volunteers 
Vera Bergstein and William Zehngut 
were an inspiration to the young 
artists.  On the last day of the 
program, famil ies and friends 
attended an art exhibit at the Easton 
Area Public Library featuring the 
students’ work.   
 
The program was closely tied to 
literacy development.  Students wrote 
a letter to each artist in a journal, 
read the letters aloud, and stood up in 
front of a group of students and 
parents to present their paintings and 
talk about their work.   
 
All students who participated in  this 
program were very excited by the art 
history instruction as well as the 
actual painting experience.  The 
children and their families truly en-
joyed the Arts Camp. Parents told us 
that their children did their own re-
search about the artists at home us-
ing books and the Internet. Many of 
the parents enjoyed sharing their 
children’s love of art and told us they 
would like a program like this to 
continue in their neighborhood. 
 

Our 21st Century Community 
Learning Center (CCLC) at Cheston 
Elementary School recently celebrated 
the end of our second year.   This 
program improves students’ academic 
performance and introduces them to 
new experiences.  During the past 
year, students were exposed to 
enriching activities including first aid 
with the American Red Cross, a trip to 
the National Canal Museum, a snow-
tubing trip to Shawnee Mountain, and 
numerous arts, sports, and cultural 
experiences. 
 
This past summer, Family Connection 
offered two add-on programs for CCLC 
students. Our goal was to create 
healthy, educational, and fun 
programming to enrich the lives of 
CCLC children and their families 
during the summer months. We hope 
to expand our summer offerings in the 
future. 
 
For four afternoons in July, 25 CCLC 
students had a half-hour swimming 
lesson at the Third Street Alliance in 
downtown Easton. Students were 
grouped by ability so that everyone 
was at the right comfort level for a 
positive experience. We will  continue 
to offer our students training in this 
important life skill throughout the 
year. 
 
During the last week of July, 18  
CCLC students participated in an arts 
camp at the Easton Area Middle 
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CCLC stands for 21st 
Century Community 
Learning Center . 
The goal is for 
students to improve 
academically so that 
they will be able to 
meet local and state 
academic standards 
in subjects such as 
reading and math. 
Certified teachers 
work with CCLC 
students in small 
groups to provide 
s p e c i a l i z e d 
e d u c a t i o n .  I n 
addition, our 21st 
CCLC includes art, 
music, recreation, 
technology, and 
character education 
to enhance the 
academic component 
of the program. 

 
Parental involvement 
is key to positive 
academic outcomes 
for youth. Parental 
involvement can lead 
to higher grades and 
test scores, better 
school attendance, 
more time spent on 
homework, reduced 
d r o p - o u t  r a t e s , 
increased rates of 
college attendance, 
a n d  i m p r o v e d 
behavior and social 
skills.  Parents and 
caregivers are always 
welcome to visit our 
after school program.  
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CCLC Improves Academic Performance 
Every student  who participated in the CCLC afterschool program at  
Cheston Elementary School during the 2005-2006 scho ol year improved 
their reading and math scores.  Family Connection w ould like to thank all 
of the teachers who made this possible: Alicia Hanc ik, CCLC’s lead 
teacher, Michelle Casella, Kristin Brainard, Amy Fr etz, Daniel Gonzalez, 
Michael McMillan, Elizabeth Moore, Julie Wikert, To ni Falcone, Tabitha 
Miklich, Kelly Berk, Tina Caldarelli, Danielle Dona to, Tina Wake, and Meg 
Lawler.  
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Through a partnership including Weed & Seed, the Ea ston Area School District nurs-
ing department, St. Luke’s Health and Hospital Netw ork, Two Rivers Health and Well-
ness Foundation, and Family Connection, the St. Luk e’s Dental Van Health Star II 
visited Paxinosa Elementary School several times la st year to provide dental work, in-
cluding exams, cleanings, extractions, fillings, cr owns, and sealants, for 49 children 
during the school day.  Family Connection helped ou t by assisting the school nurse 
with logistics, escorting children from their class room to the van and back, offering 
goodie bags with a toothbrush, toothpaste, a tooth fairy chest, and educational mate-

rials for patients, providing support and lunch to St. Luke’s 
staff, and planning meetings for community partners .  This 
year, the dental van will also visit Cheston Elemen tary School.  
Family Connection will continue to support this imp ortant ini-
tiative.  In addition to services offered last year , we will also pro-
vide incentives to encourage the return of registra tion forms, 
assist uninsured families with CHIP and Medicaid ap plications, 
and offer a local field trip to 1st and 3rd graders .  We are ex-
cited to be a part of this “healthy dental” program  and look for-
ward to its continuing success!  
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